
help, what is easier than to turn over a money-order
just received from some poor unfortunate who
believes he is going to be cured of paralysis by a mix¬
ture of salt and water? Should a subscription be
desired toward the erection of a new church, give
liberally. What if the bricks thus furnished do repre¬
sent the savings of a Bright's disease victim, a mor¬

phin habitué or a blind man, sent in the hope that cure
is in reach ? Generosity is an admirable trait — some¬

times. The liberality of those who wring from the
credulous sick a fortune through the sale of a worth¬
less nostrum is not a form of charity that will appeal
to decent men.

THE NATURE OF PEPSIN
The nature of the digestive ferments or enzymes is

far from solved. A generation ago they were usually
conceived to be protein in nature, and the procedures
selected to isolate or purify enzyme preparations were
borrowed from the then current methods of protein
manipulation. So far as one can judge at present, the
chemical nature of enzymes is probably of very differ¬
ent kinds. There is direct evidence that some are not
proteins. A recent writer1 ventures the opinion that
it is doubtful if any enzymes are proteins. He adds
that some appear to be complex systems of colloids
with inorganic components, or other simple com¬

pounds. Pepsin, one of the most prominent if not
the most important of the enzymes with which the
medical sciences deal, is colloidal in nature, or if not
colloidal itself, is attached to colloids. From such
investigations as have been made, it appears probable
that pepsin either is a protein or is united with a protein.
Some students of the subject have conceived the
enzyme to correspond with protein compounds of the
proteose type ; others have assigned to it either larger
or smaller hypothetic molecular structure. It has
occurred to Aldrich2 to ascertain something of the
nature of pepsin and of enzymes in general by deter¬
mining what relation, if any, exists between the total
nitrogen, the alpha-amino nitrogen, and the strength
of different samples of pepsin. Of late the estimation
of the alpha-amino nitrogen by the Van Slyke method
in substances of protein origin has gained prominence
as an analytic indication of the degree of disintegra¬
tion of the protein molecule. Native proteins react
with only a trace of their nitrogen to this method,
nearly all of the amino nitrogen being bound in the
peptid linkings of the protein molecule. In general,
the smaller the molecule, the greater the proportion of
free amino nitrogen. Aldrich's examination of the
products shows that there is a progressive decrease in
the percentage of the alpha-amino nitrogen in the
samples in the order of their strength. According to
this it would seem as though the method used in the
purification of the pepsins gradually eliminates the
simpler alpha-amino nitrogen compounds, and conse¬

quently causes an accumulation of more complex
bodies in the stronger pepsins. Taking it for granted,

1. Bayliss, W. M.: Principles of General Physiology, London, 1915,
p. 331.

2. Aldrich, T. B.: Relative to the Total Nitrogen and Alpha-Amino
Nitrogen Content of Pepsins of Different Strengths, Jour. Biol. Chem.,
1915, xxiii, 339.

Aldrich adds, that with the still more active pepsins the
recognizable alpha-amino nitrogen content will be fur¬
ther decreased, we should finally by sufficient purifica¬
tion obtain a pepsin having very little detectable alpha-
amino nitrogen or an amount approximating that in,,
the native protein. The inference from this is that
the more highly purified or more active pepsin products
approach the native proteins in complexity.
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DEATH OF DR. RODMAN

Word has been received as we go to press that
Dr. William L. Rodman, President of the American
Medical Association, died in Philadelphia, of pneu¬
monia, Wednesday, March 8, 1916, after an illness of
two days.

Medical News

(Physicians will confer a favor by sending for this
department items of news of more or less general

interest; SUCH AS RELATE to SOCIETY activities,
new HOSPITALS, EDUCATION, PUBLIC health, ETC.)

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Baby Week Campaign Plans.\p=m-\Onthe initiative of the

Federation of Women's Clubs, arrangements are being made
for the baby week campaign. Baby Week, however, is, in
the District of Columbia, to be from May 6 to 13 and will
not conform to the week generally adopted throughout the
country.

Investigation of Milk and Milk Products Endorsed.\p=m-\The
board of directors of the Association for the Prevention of
Tuberculosis has endorsed Representative Linthicum's reso-
lution providing for the appointment of a committee from
the House of Representatives to investigate the milk supply
and the milk products of the country in their relation to
public health.

FLORIDA
State Board News.\p=m-\Theannual meeting of the State

Board of Health was held in the new State Laboratory
Building, Pensacola, February 8. A sanitary engineer was
appointed and six additional nurses were employed to aid
in the tuberculosis work.-The health train of the board.
which made its initial run to Key West and Miami early
in the year, was brought to Pensacola for the meeting of
the board.

Hospital Items.—The Hospital for Negroes at St. Peters¬
burg was opened in the building formerly used for the
Samaritan Hospital, the first week in February.-The West
Coast Hospital Association announces that the formal open¬
ing of the Morton F. Plant Endowed Hospital, Clearwater,
occurred February 1, followed by an informal reception to
the general public.-The trustees of the Lakeland Hospital
at their meeting, January 25, elected a medical and surgical
staff for the institution. It is expected that the work will
have been so far completed that the corner-stone may be
laid this month.

GEORGIA
Grady Bond Issue Endorsed.—The Physicians' Club of

Atlanta at its annual meeting, February 16, unanimously
pledged its support to a campaign for a bond issue sufficient
to meet the needs of Grady Hospital.

Personal.—Dr. P.- H. Raines has been appointed assistant
librarian of the Georgia Medical Society, Savannah, and took
up his duties, March 1. Dr. Victor H. Bassett is librarian
of the society.-Drs. Joseph H. Bradfield, Julius E. Som-
merfield, William L. Gilbert, S. W. Foster, Joseph H. Hines,
Carl C. Aven and Allen H. Bunce have been elected members
of the board of directors of the Atlanta Antituberculosis
Association.

Hospital News.—The Henrietta Egleston Memorial Hos¬
pital for Children is to be established in Atlanta with accom¬
modation for seventy-eight patients—fifty-three free and
twenty-five pay beds. Mr. Egleston made an initial bequest
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of $100,000 for the institution, and if his estate totals $750,000,
there will be an additional quarter of million available to the
hospital and the final amount will be eventually about
$600,000 by the reversion of annuities.-Members of the
Savannah Hospital corporation elected a new board of man¬

agers at the annual meeting, February 7.-Drs. Alexander
G. Little and Archie Griffin formally opened their new hos¬
pital at Valdosta, February 5.

ILLINOIS
Personal.—Dr. John A. Wheeler, Auburn, sheriff of Sanga-

mon County, who has been enforcing the Sunday saloon
closing law against great odds, is reported to have won a
victory in the primaries last week.-Dr. Harry G. Wood,
Calesburg, has started for Montreal, where he expects to be
assigned to duty with the Royal Army Medical Corps in
France.-Dr. George P. Gill, Rockford, returned February
25 after more than six months in overseas service in France.

Epidemic Diseases.—The health authorities of Elmhurst
have ordered the churches, schools and moving picture houses
closed on account of the presence of scarlet fever, of which
¡here are now nine cases in the village.-Scarlet fever is
still prevalent in Evanston.-Peoria reports eighty-three
cases of scarlet fever and twenty-six cases of smallpox.-
The secretary of the state board of health, on March 1, issued
a warning to health authorities throughout the state, in view
of the spread of smallpox and scarlet fever. The communities
most seriously infected by smallpox are Peoria and vicinity,
Staunton, Decatur, Springfield, Woodford and Fayette coun¬

ties.-Dr. Charles E. Crawford of the state health depart¬
ment located fifteen cases of smallpox in a mining settle¬
ment near Peoria on February 24. Rigid quarantine was
established.

Chicago
Quarantine Lifted.—The smallpox quarantine of two and

one-half weeks at Cook County Hospital was lifted March 5.
Hospital May Lose Bequest.—Alleged faulty designation of

Mercy Hospital in the will of Charles H. Haines, St. Charles,
may cost the institution a two-thirds interest in the estate
which is appraised at one-half million dollars. Relatives not
mentioned in the will have filed an answer to the partition suit
instituted by the hospital and claim that "the Mercy Hospital
of Chicago" named in the will does not exist.

Personal.—Dr. Thomas Lewis Gilmer has been selected by
the trustees of Northwestern University to fill the vacancy
in the deanship of the dental school caused by the death of
Dr. Greene Vardiman Black.-Dr. Marie A. Motis has been
appointed health commissioner of Cicero.-Dr. Howard O.
Shafer has announced that he will give up his work in
Chicago to manage the hospital established in Rochester, Ind.,
by his father, the late Dr. Winfield S. Shafer.

New Hospital Opened.—The new Central Hospital, recently
built by the Illinois Central Railroad Company at Fifty-
Ninth and Jackson Park Avenue, at a cost of $360,000, was

opened with formal ceremonies, March 4. The guests of
honor were Drs. Joseph C. Bloodgood, Baltimore, and Wil¬
liam A. Evans, Chicago. The hospital is up to date in its
equipment, and while primarily intended for the use of the
railroad employees, other patients will be admitted when
space permits. Dr. Guy G. Dowdall. chief surgeon of the
railroad, is in charge of the institution. The hospital was
opened to receive patients on March 5.

Typhoid Fever.—City water for drinking purposes was shut
off at the public schools in the Sixty-Eighth Street pumping
station district, March 6, and will remain shut off for two or

three days. There have been 100 cases of typhoid fever on
the south side as a result of the contamination of one of the
wells connected with the Sixty-Eighth Street pumping station.
The water pipes are to be flushed to remove impurities. The
condition of the pumping station is to be corrected to prevent
a recurence of the flooding of the wells.-During Feb¬
ruary, 156 cases of typhoid fever were listed and twenty-four
new cases during the first two days of March, and the health
department has repeated its warning to residents of the south
side to boil all water.

Free Lectures on Tuberculosis.—A systematic course of
lectures intended for those interested in the tuberculosis
problem will be given under the auspices of the Chicago
Tuberculosis Institute at the City Club of Chicago, through¬
out March and April, beginning March 6, at 6: 30. Cards
of admission to the lectures will be sent on application to the
Chicago Tuberculosis Institute, 8 South Dearborn Street,

or may be obtained at any of the lectures at the City Club.
The following is the program :

Monday, March 6: "Bacteriology and Pathology of Tuberculosis."
Dr. Harry J. Corper, Laboratory Director Municipal Tuberculosis Sani
tarium.

Monday, March 13: "Sources and Channels of Tuberculous Infec¬
tion." Dr. Walter A. Gekler, Associate Medical Director, Municipal
Tuberculosis Sanitarium.

Thursday, March 16: "Prevalence and Distribution of Tuberculosis."
Dr. Theodore B. Sachs, President, The Chicago Tuberculosis Institute
and Municipal Tuberculosis Sanitarium.

Thursday, March 23: "Tuberculous Infection in Childhood." Dr.
Orvilie W. McMichael, Head Physician, Municipal Tuberculosis Dis¬
pensary, Chicago Policlinic.

Monday, March 27: "Contributory Factors in the Development of
Tuberculosis: Personal and Public Hygiene." Dr. John Ritter, Head
Physician, Municipal Tuberculosis Dispensary, Rush Medical College.

Monday, April 3: "Contributory Factors in the Development of
Tuberculosis: Industrial Hygiene." Dr. James A. Britton, Associate
Medical Director, International Harvester Co.

Thursday, April 6: "Schools and Tuberculosis." Sherman C. Kingsley,
Director, Elizabeth McCormick Memorial Fund.

Monday, April 10: "Present Status of Medical and Specific Treatment
of Tuberculosis." Dr. Ethan A. Gray, Medical Director, Chicago Fresh
Air Hospital.

Thursday, April 20: "Hospital, Sanatorium and Dispensary Control
of Tuberculosis." Dr. John W. Coon, Superintendent, Municipal Tuber¬
culosis Sanitarium:

Monday, April 24: "City Program for the Control of Tuberculosis."
Mr. James Minnick, Superintendent, Chicago Tuberculosis Institute.

INDIANA
Medical Library for Gary.—Members of the Gary Medical

Society are planning to establish a medical library. At a
recent meeting it was decided that each member should
donate $10 a year toward the library, an equal amount to be
given by the library board. The public library will give a

separate room for the use of the library of the medical
society.

Contract Let this Month.—Work on the Marion County
Tuberculosis Sanatorium to be built near Oaklandon will
be started early in April, the contract being let this month.
The building is expected to cost about $70,000. The first
buildings to be erected will be an administration building
with two wings, one for male and the other for female
patients. The plans at present projected provide for the
accommodation of eighty patients, but eventually the insti¬
tution will be able to care for 300 patients.

Typhoid in Indianapolis.—Dr. Herman G. Morgan, city
sanitarian of Indianapolis, reports an epidemic of typhoid
fever on the South Side. The cause was attributed to a con¬
taminated milk supply. Since February 1, thirty-five cases
have been reported from the southern part of the city alone.
Only twelve cases of typhoid were reported during the whole
month of February last year. Dr. Morgan said that the
cause of the epidemic was under control and a further spread
of the disease is not expected, only one case having been
reported during the last three days.

Fresh-Air Schools.—Three teachers from the open-air
schools, Indianapolis, talked to the social workers on "The
Fresh Air School in the Antituberculosis Fight," at a recent
meeting held in the rooms of the Charity Organization
Society. The purpose of this meeting was to explain the
need of the open-air school and to keep the social workers
informed as to the work accomplished by the school. Accord¬
ing to the teachers' report, there have been surprising results
in physical and mental strength of sick children and normalchildren in the schools. The technical school opened last
year with an enrolment of twenty-two children. These chil¬
dren gained an average of 7.83 pounds each during the time
they were in the school. This year the enrolment is fif [y ;
the gain in pounds for each child has been 5.96, being
decreased to some extent through the rapid gaining of nor¬
mal size of those who were there last year and who returned
this year. The Indianapolis school board employs the
teachers and has built two sleeping porches. The Antituber¬
culosis Society provided the water, gas and lunches for those
who cannot afford to pay for their own. The society also
pays car fare when the children are too poor to pay it. The
children in the public schools are examined by physicians and
when a child is found to be suffering with a mild case of
tuberculosis it is placed on the waiting list. In accordance
with a resolution of the city school board the parents of
forty children in two consecutive grades in any school could
have an open-air room if a teacher could be obtained to teach
the children. The restriction on opening such schools is to
keep the additional expense as low as possible.

LOUISIANA
Quarantine Station to be Established.—A quarantine sta¬

tion at or near New Orleans, at a cost not exceeding
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$300,000, exclusive of the cost of real estate, is proposed in
a bill introduced into congress by Representative Estopinal
of Louisiana. The bill authorizes the secretary of the
treasury to receive on behalf of the United States such real
estate as may be donated for the purpose of enabling them
to carry into effect the provisions of the act.

MARYLAND
Clinic for Carolina Surgical Club.—The hospital of the

University of Maryland held a series of clinics on March 2,
before the North Carolina Surgical Club, those participating
being Drs. 'Randolph Winslow, John M. Hundley, Arthur M.
Shipley, Robert P. Bay and Fred W. Rankin. The North
Carolina Surgical Club is a traveling organization and the
Visit to the clinics in Baltimore is part of its present itinerary.

To Honor Winslow.—Arrangements are being completed
for the commemoration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of
Dr. Randolph Winslow as professor of surgery at the Uni¬
versity of Maryland. The celebration will take the form of
a dinner. The committee of arrangements includes Drs.
Wilbur P. Stubbs, William Tarun, G. Milton Linthicum,
Alexius McGlannan, Arthur M. Shipley, Elmer Newcomer
and Fred W. Rankin.

Child Welfare Week in Baltimore.—Child Welfare Week,
which is being conducted throughout the country, was

officially opened in Baltimore, March 4. Pushed originally
by the State Federation of Women's Clubs, the local obser¬
vances represent nearly every educational, medical and social
service organization in the city. The Medical and Chirur¬
gical Faculty has cooperated by arranging its sixth annual
health conference to be held the same week, so that speakers
might include the baby welfare movement. A feature of the
celebration is the exhibit of hundreds of posters that have
been made for the Better Baby Poster Contest. Every visitor
will be entitled to a vote in deciding the winners of the
three prizes offered.

MASSACHUSETTS
Chiropodists' Bill Defeated.—At a session of the senate on

February 3, a report of the Committee on Public Health
against the registration of chiropodists was accepted without
discussion.

Preparedness in Harvard.—More than 100 students of
Harvard Medical School have been enrolled to work in
cooperation with the Harvard regiment. The unit will pursue
a regular course of instruction in sanitation, medical admin¬
istration, first aid and discipline. It has also planned to form
an ambulance corps.

Tech Man Appointed Chief Sanitary Engineer.—George
W. Simons, Jr., assistant to the head of the Sanitary
Engineering Department of Harvard Medical School and
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, has been appointed
chief sanitary engineer to the State Board of Health of
Florida, and will take up his new work on July 1.

Plan to Send Milk to European Babies.—The Massachu¬
setts Branch of the Citizens Committee for Food Shipments
has scattered broadcast circulars stating that 5,000,000 babies
in Germany and Austria-Hungary are suffering from want
of milk; that $1 will supply a baby for a week and that
$1,000 will establish, operate a good-sized milk depot and
keep 100 babies alive and well for ten weeks, and asking con¬
tributions for this philanthropic work.

Personal.—Dr. Henry S. Forbes, Boston, who has been
interned by Bulgarian authorities in Monastir, was released,
March 6.-Dr. Frederick Herman Verhoeff has been made
assistant professor of ophthalmic research ; Dr. Elliott Gray
Brackett, assistant professor of orthopedic surgery; Dr.
Clifford Black Walter, assistant in ophthalmology ; Dr.
Robert Louis Levy, assistant in physiology, and Dr. George
Richard Minot, assistant in chemistry at Harvard Medical
School.

Milk Legislation.—On the petition of Dr. J. Allen McLaugh¬
lin, state health commissioner, a bill has been introduced
before the Massachusetts General Court which aims to pre¬
vent the sale or delivery of milk in any city or town without
a permit from the local board of health after inspection of
the facilities for producing and handling this food. It pro¬
vides that the permit may contain reasonable conditions for
the protection of the public health and may be revoked for
failure to comply therewith. The bill has been referred by
the Senate to the committee on agriculture and public health.

NEW YORK
Revision of State Sanitary Code.—A recent revision of the

state sanitary code provides that, in a case of infectious dis¬
ease when no physician is in attendance, it shall be the duty
of the head of the household and of the proprietor or keeper
of any hotel, boarding house or lodging house to report
immediately to the health department all facts relating to
the illness of any one in the household who appears to be
affected with any communicable disease.

New Avenue of Public Health Education.—State Com¬
missioner of Health Biggs, on March 4, announced that five
railroads have given the department of health permission to
post health bulletins in their stations. These railroads are
the following: New York Central, Delaware and Hudson,
Lehigh Valley, Erie, and Pennsylvania. With the coopera¬
tion of these five railroads, the department of health will be
able to post bulletins in more than 1,000 railway stations.

To Amend Boylan Law.—An effort will be made to have
the state drug law amended so that a physician may not
prescribe a habit-forming drug for a period of more than
two weeks, and by which the physician will be required to
make three copies of each prescription so that one may be
filed with the board of health. These amendments were
included in the original bill but were cut out at the time the
bill was introduced because of the strong opposition to them
which threatened the defeat of the entire bill.

"Patent Medicine" Bill.—A bill has been introduced in the
legislature simultaneously by Assemblyman Fertig and
Senator Hamilton which aims to compel "patent medicine"
manufacturers to inform the public as to the exact contents
of their nostrums. The proposed measure follows exactly
the provisions of the ordinance of the health department of
New York City. The latter earnestly requests every public
spirited citizen to give effective support to this measure, so
that the standard set by the municipality and state of New
York will eventually lead to national legislation for the
control and sale of "patent medicines."

Publicity and Education.—In order to inform the public of
what has been done by the department, and how the appro¬
priations were expended during the last fiscal year, Health
Commissioner Biggs has mailed to members of the legisla¬
ture, mayors of cities, village presidents, health officers and'
others interested,

·

a pamphlet summarizing the work of the
department from Oct. 1, 1914, to Sept. 30, 1915. Particular
attention is called to the reduction in the death rate from
15.8 per 1,000 in 1913 to 15.1 in 1915, and also to the marked
reduction in the infant death rate from 120 in 1913 to 101 in
1915.

New York City
Trichinosis in Far Rockaway.—Four deaths from trichi¬

nosis have occurred within two weeks in St. Joseph's Hospital
at Far Rockaway. All the victims were members of one
family who had eaten two young pigs bought from a peddler.

Lectures on Health Topics.—The Working Women's Pro- jtective Union is giving a course of seven lectures on health
subjects. Among those who have agreed to speak are Drs.
Henry Dwight Chapin, Walstein M. Tompkins, John B.
Solley, Jr., Haven Emerson and William J. Robinson.

Death of Mrs. Jelliffe.—On March 3, Helena LearningJelliffe, wife of Dr. Smith Ely Jelliffe, died from cerebral
hemorrhage, aged 48. Although not a physician, Mrs.
Jelliffe was in close touch and sympathy with medical work,and her cooperation with her husband, chiefly through trans¬
lation, has broadened the fields of nervous and mental
medicine.

Free Course of Instruction in Contagious Diseases.—The
department of health announces that, beginning March 7, at
the Willard Parker Hospital, a free course of instruction in
contagious diseases will be given. Each course consists of
six clinical and two laboratory lessons given during two
successive weeks on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday, at 2 o'clock. Classes are limited to ten members.
Physicians desiring to participate are invited to register with
the Bureau of Public Health Education, Department of
Health, 139 Centre Street.

Health District No. 1.—The East Side Chronicle, which is
the monthly periodical of Health District No. 1, has found
it necessary to increase its issue from 5,000 to 15,000 copies.
This is very gratifying to those conducting the work in this
district, and bears witness to the interest taken in this work
which was begun several years ago as an experiment to
demonstrate the value of intensive health work. Health
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District No. 1 is amply demonstrating the value of its
methods. The health officer of the district has been elected
a member of the executive board of the East Side Neighbor¬
hood Association, a director of the Parent's Association of
Public School No. 62, and a member of the executive board
of the Seward Park Community Center ; thus all these asso¬
ciations operate in Health District No. 1, and an active
participation of the health officer in all the affairs of the
district is insured.

NORTH CAROLINA
Personal.—Dr. Hubert A. Royster, Raleigh, secretary of

the state board of medical examiners, has accepted an invita¬
tion to deliver the address to the_ graduating class at the
Naval Medical School, Washington, D. C, April 12.

North Carolina in Registration Area.—Two clerks from the
U. S. Department of Vital Statistics at Washington, D. C,
have spent several weeks in checking up the vital statistics
of the state board of health at Raleigh, and it is expected
that on their return and report the state will be admitted to
the registration area.

Meeting of State Society.—The sixty-third regular annual
session of the Medical Society of the State of North Caro¬
lina will be held in Durham, April 18-20, under the presi¬
dency of Dr. M. Hall Fletcher, Asheville. County secretaries
are reminded of the change of date of holding the annual
session, which was formerly held in June.

Antityphoid Unit.—The state board of health announces
that Cabarrus and Mecklenburg counties are the first to
make application and to be accepted by the state board for
the unit of antityphoid work which the board proposes to
undertake for a number of counties during the summer.
These counties have already made the required appropriation
and the board is preparing the schedule, which will be ready
in April or May. As a result of the work done last year,
more than 50,000 people were immunized against typhoid
fever.

Tuberculous Clergymen.—The state board of health has
offered space in the park of 1,400 acres surrounding the State
Sanitarium for Tuberculosis, Montrose, to any church for the
erection of one or more cottages for the housing of ministers
and their families who may become tuberculous. The offer
will also be extended to various secret societies and fraternal
organizations in the state, or if preferred, churches or other
organizations may have the privilege of endowing one or
more beds in the attractive new building now being com¬
pleted at the sanatorium.

PENNSYLVANIA
Must Take Additional Year.—A resolution was adopted

recently by the Bureau of Medical Education and Licensure
of Pennsylvania that graduates of all medical schools in the
Dominion of Canada be required to take the final year in one
of the Pennsylvania medical colleges and to qualify in the
hospital intern year before being eligible to enter the Penn¬
sylvania licensing examination. This action is similar to
that taken in recent years by the licensing boards of certain
Canadian provinces, affecting graduates of American medi¬
cal schools.

Personal.—Dr. Jane Wells Craven, Pittsburgh, who is in
charge of the Pittsburgh Field Hospital, sailed for Europe
on the Rochambeau, March 4.-Dr. John C. Miller, Shenan-
doah, who has served for a year in Hungary and Russia with
the American Red Cross unit, returned home, February 22.
-Dr. John A. Fritchey, Harrisburg, underwent a fifth
surgical operation at the Presbyterian Hospital, Philadelphia,
February 25.-Dr. Daniel W. Collins, for seventeen years
a member of the staff of Mercy Hospital, Wilkes-Barre, has
resigned.-Dr. John B. Armstrong, Beaver, was operated
on at the West Penn Hospital, Pittsburgh, recently, and is
reported to be doing well.-Dr. Elmer S. Stambaugh,
Thomasville, who has been critically ill, is reported to be
slowly improving.-Dr. Frank S. Simpson, Pittsburgh, has
been visiting in Pensacola, Fla.

Philadelphia
Smallpox in City.—Four cases of smallpox have been dis¬

covered within a week in different sections of the city. Nearly
4,000 people have been vaccinated. All were colored people,
and in fact all the smallpox here in the last five years has
been among colored people.

Memorial to Dr. Musson.—A special operating room
for ear, nose and throat cases has been equipped by the

graduates and friends of the Women's Medical College of
Pennsylvania in memory of Dr. Emma E. Musson, who was
the first female professor of otology.

Ambulance Oil Given to French Hospital.—The oil men of
this city have temporarily at least saved the situation for the
American patrons in the work of caring for the sick and
wounded of the French army at the American Ambulance
Hospital. One hundred barrels of oil were given by the
Oil Trade Association of Philadelphia. The French govern¬
ment has given the oil, but lately has found it impossible to
get a supply. There are 160 patients in the hospital.

Personal.—Dr. Clarence Rugh delivered an address before
the Lawrence County Medical Society, February 18, on

"Tuberculosis of Bones."-Dr. William J. Ryan has been
appointed assistant ophthalmologist at the Philadelphia Gen¬
eral Hospital.-Dr. Charles S. McGiven has been appointed
clinical assistant physician to succeed Dr. Roy Parker, pro¬
moted.-Dr. Edwin W. Rodenheiser has been named assis¬
tant resident physician of the Bureau of Charities, to succeed
Dr. Joseph Mclver, resigned.

Medical Reserve Corps of the United States Army About
Philadelphia.—A meeting was held at the College of Physi¬
cians' Building, on February 16, to form a permanent organi¬
zation of those members of the Medical Reserve Corps of the
United States Army residing in Philadelphia and the adjacent
territory, including Pennsylvania and New Jersey. The
organization will be conducted along the same lines as those
which have been proved successful at other centers, including
New York, Chicago and St. Louis.

John Thomson, the Physicians' Helper.—The death of John
Thomson, city librarian, has brought sorrow to many mem¬

bers of the medical profession of this center, and especially
to those in the Philadelphia County Medical Society, who
are more especially interested in the value to doctor and
patient of the "branch" plan. It was through the personal
influence of Mr. Thomson that the directorate of the Free
Library system of the city so promptly enabled the Kensing¬
ton Branch to meet at the Lehigh and Sixth street building,
the first section of the County Society to meet in one of the
Carnegie library structures. The North, the West, the Ger-
mantown, the Southwark and Frankford branches came
later.

Board of Health Plans Improvements.—The board of
health, under the directorship of Dr. Wilmer Krusen, is deter¬
mined to improve the Byberry tract and will make of it one

of the best municipal hospital and institutional places of the
country. The first improvement to be made there will be
the completion of a heat and power plant, which will make
available the buildings already erected for feebleminded
women of child-bearing age. This plant is expected to be
ready for use by August.-A contract has just been awarded
for a sewage disposal plant at the Byberry tract, which will
be constructed at an approximate cost of $18,000. The tract,
which comprises nearly 1,000 acres, has suffered previously
from a faulty water supply.-A new institution for insane
men and women will be erected on the tract under the new
health administration. The crowded condition of the Phila¬
delphia General Hospital for the Insane has made the erec¬
tion of new buildings imperative.-In connection with the
study of insane persons at the Philadelphia General Hos¬
pital, Dr. Krusen has appointed four additional physicians
to the neurologic department.-A campaign for the elimina¬
tion of spitting in public places is also about to be started,
and the police will be instructed to approach any person
observed to have violated the statute and hand the offender
a card containing a copy of the act against spitting.

WISCONSIN
Optometrists Seek School.—The optometrists of the state

are said to be demanding the establishment of a department
of optometry in the state university, Madison.

Personal.—Dr. Walter S. Stevens, U. S. I. S., agency physi¬
cian at Keshena, has been appointed school physician at
Mount Pleasant, Mich.-Dr. Norman F. Hoffman, for¬
merly superintendent of the State Tuberculosis Sanatorium,
Wales, has reopened his office in Milwaukee.

Typhoid in Milwaukee.—One hundred and seventy-seven
cases of typhoid fever have been reported to the health
department of Milwaukee, with eight deaths, up to Feb¬
ruary 28, and Health Commissioner Ruhland announces his
intention of asking for general antityphoid inoculation
unless the epidemic is checked.
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VIRGINIA
License Tax for Doctors Defeated.—In the house of dele¬

gates, February 17, the bill fixing a tax of $10 on physicians
was defeated by a vote of fifty-seven to twenty-four. The
vote was on the engrossment of the bill and by refusing
engrossment, the house defeated the bill and struck it from
the calendar. There was formerly a tax of $15 a year on

physicians, but this was repealed by the legislature in 1914.
Communicable Diseases.—Health Officer Ernest C. Levy,

Richmond, states that in the opinion of the health department,
an epidemic of measles has made its appearance among
schoolchildren and is spreading rapidly. He urges all physi¬
cians to comply with the city ordinance and report all cases
as soon as possible.-Several cases of smallpox have been
reported in the northern part of Frederick County, and all
schoolchildren have been ordered vaccinated.

CANADA
Hospital News.—The Queen's Canadian Hospital Aids is

a club of girls organized for the purpose of raising funds and
making surgical supplies for the Queen's Canadian Military
Hospital, Beachborough Park, Shorncliffe, England. It is
located in Toronto, but the hospital was organized in Kings¬
ton, Ont.-The Mount Sinai Sanatorium at Ste. Agathe,
Que., treated ninety-eight tuberculous patients in 1915. Of
that number forty-five were discharged cured, thirty-nine are
still inmates, seven left uncured, and only seven died, five
of the latter being old cases of long standing. The institution
shows a deficit for the year of over $8,000, the expenses
amounting to $25,850.-Although the increased cost of liv¬
ing advanced considerably in Ontario in 1915, the Stratford
(Ont.) General Hospital reduced the per diem expenses of
their institution by 12 cents. The average cost per patient
per day was $1.50. There were 671 patients treated, 102
being free patients.

Personal.—Dr. John A. Blezard, Warkworth, Ont., has
enlisted with the Royal Army Medical Corps and expects to
go overseas at an early date.-Surg.-Gen. George A. Ster¬
ling Ryerson, Toronto, delivered an address before the Cana¬
dian Club, New York, February 8. As a result the club has
presented a motor ambulance to the Canadian Red Cross
Society.-Capt. C. E. Cooper Cole, formerly a practitioner
in Toronto, who has been in France with No. 1 Clearing
Hospital, then with No. 2, and was then transferred to the
Princess Patricia Regiment, was reported to have been
wounded on February 24.-Dr. Harry J. Watson, Winnipeg,
has been appointed medical officer of the 144th Battalion.
-Hon. Dr. Robert A. Pyne, minister of education in
Ontario, who has been in England for nine months superin¬
tending the erection and equipment of the Ontario Military
Hospital at Orpington, Kent, is expected home this week.-
Dr. Howard Black, a house surgeon of the Toronto General
Hospital, has been appointed assistant superintendent of that
institution, vice Dr. Charles K. Clarke, resigned, to pursue
postgraduate studies.

A National Department of Health.—Dr. Steele, M.P., North
Oxford, Ont., introduced a resolution in the Canadian House
of Commons last week expressing the greater need at the
present time for a national department of health than at any
previous time in the history of the Dominion. He pointed
out that while all the provincial governments maintained
well-organized health boards, the Dominion had the control
of many matters relating to the health of the people dis¬
tributed over eight or ten departments of the government.
Practically every European nation, with one or two small
exceptions, has organized national health departments, but
Canada lags behind. He spoke of the progress made in the
L'nited States toward a department of health ; also in Japan.
There was urgent need for such a department in Canada, as

at the close of the war there would in all probability be a

greater influx of immigrants than ever before in the history
of the country. He believed that 40 per cent, of the babies
dying in Canada every year could be saved. It was promised
by the government that the matter should receive due con¬
sideration. The Canadian Medical Association first began
to urge a federal department of health on the Canadian
government in 1901.

GENERAL
Typhus Investigator Dies.—Morris Buttner, a United States

immigration inspector at El Paso, who had been searching
for evidence of the presence of typhus fever in Juarez,
Mexico, for twenty-four days and reported that no traces
of the disease could be found there, died in El Paso,
February 27, it is said from nonepidemic typhus fever.

The Virus of Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever.—Surg.
Lunsford D. Fricks, U. S. P. H. S., in the current issue of
Public Health Reports, states that he has been able, by the
use of anaerobic methods, to cultivate from the blood of
guinea-pigs infected with Rocky Mountain spotted fever cer¬
tain bodies, probably of a protozoan nature, which he believes
may bear some definite relationship to the disease.

Change Camp Dates to Accommodate Association.—In
order to permit the attendance at the annual meeting of the
American Medical Association at Detroit, June 12 to 16, of
those officers of the medical corps of the organized militia
who desire to attend, the days previously set for camp of
instruction of medical officers and noncommissioned officers
of the organized militia have been changed from June 5 to 15
to June 19 to 29 by the Chief of the Division of Militia
Affairs.

Life Insurance Directors Elect Officers.—At the sixth
annual meeting of the medical section of the American Life
Convention, held in Birmingham, Ala., March 1 to 3, the
following officers were elected : Dr. Frank W. Foxworthy,
Indianapolis, chairman ; Dr. J. Pinkney Turner, Greensboro,
N. C, vice chairman, and Dr. Frank L. B. Jenney, Chicago,
secretary (reelected). Drs. Green V. Woollen, Indianapolis,
and Charles N. McCloud, St. Paul, were elected members
of the board of managers.

Missouri Valley Physicians Meet.—The twenty-eighth semi¬
annual meeting of the Medical Society of the Missouri Valley
will be held in St. Joseph, Mo., March 23 and 24, under the
presidency of Dr. John P. Lord, Omaha. Dr. Floyd H.
Spencer is chairman of the committee of arrangements. On
the first day there will be a symposium on "Diseases of the
Knee Joint" and on the second day one on "Syphilis." The
banquet will be held on the evening of the first day, when the
members will be guests of the Buchanan County Medical
Society.

The Journal of Immunology.—The first issue of the
Journal of Immunology, the official organ for serology and
hematology, and the American Association of Immunologists,
has just appeared. It contains articles by Drs. Richard Weil,
J. A. Kolmer, Frederick P. Gay, Ruth L. Stone, T. Harris
Boughton, F. Berry and C. O. Melick, as well as an abstract
of the Proceedings of the Society for Serology and Hematol¬
ogy, New York. The journal is to be issued monthly. The
editor is Dr. Arthur F. Coca, 8 West Sixteenth Street, New-
York City.

Army Medical School to Have Charge of Washington
Asylum and Jail.—The transfer of the supervision and direc¬
tion of the medical service of the Washington Asylum and
Jail, in the District of Columbia, from the board of charities,
to the commandant of the Army Medical School is provided
for in a bill recently introduced into Congress by Senator
Hollis of New Hampshire. The Washington Asylum is sub¬
stantially the city hospital for the District of Columbia and
has approximately 250 beds. The apparent purpose of the
bill is to enable the students in attendance at the Army
Medical School to obtain clinical instruction.

Admission to Mails of Medicinal Preparations Containing
Poisons.—The admission to the domestic mails of medicinal
preparations which contain poisons in only sufficient quan¬
tity and form in combination with other ingredients to be
used exclusively as curative or remedial substances, and
which are not dangerous or injurious to life, safety, health
or property, is proposed in a bill recently introduced into
the house of representatives by Representative Griffin of New
York. The article mailed is to bear the label or super¬
scription of the manufacturer thereof or dealer therein, or of
the licensed physician, pharmacist, dentist or veterinarian
preparing or prescribing the same.

Army Medical School Lacks Adequate Facilities.
—Impressed by the work of the Army Medical School and

the inadequacy of the facilities provided for that work, Drs.
John M. T. Finney arid Joseph C. Bloodgood of Baltimore
recently left with the president the following memorandum :

We are so impressed by the character and importance of the scientific
work which is being done there we feel the need of bringing to the
attention of yourself and the country the utterly inadequate facilities
provided not only for purposes of investigation, but for those of instruc¬
tion as well. The quarters are unsuited for existing conditions and
they will prove still more so in case of any expansion of the service.

We furthermore, from our experience as teachers, believe that the
Army Medical School should be in the vicinity of, and closely affiliated
with, the newly established Walter Reed Hospital for the benefit of
both institutions.

Investigation of the Dairy Industry.—Reciting that dairies
and dairy products are not subject to federal inspection and
that there is a growing sense of alarm among consumers,
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a« resolution introduced into Congress by Representative
Linthicum of Maryland calls for the appointment by the
speaker of the house of representatives of a committee of
five members of the house to investigate and report as soon
as practicable: (a) whether conditions prevailing in dairies
and dairy products seriously menace the health and property
of the people of the United States; (b) whether federal
inspection and supervision, either alone or in cooperation
with state and municipal inspection and supervision is neces¬
sary to the reasonable protection of the health and property
of the citizens of the United States, and (c) if so, then the
best and most economic methods of inaugurating and enforc¬
ing such inspection and supervision.

Once More a Warning.—The Journal reproduces here
what is stated to be an official receipt issued by an agent who
solicits subscriptions for various publications for which he
is not an authorized agent. The Journal has been informed
that an investigation made in Richmond, Va., revealed the
fact that there is no United Students' Aid Society in that
place. In fact, the room numbers printed on the receipt
blank are higher than those actually existing in the building.
This scheme resembles to some extent that described in The

OFFICIAL RECEIPT ///F,T

uniteti attutente' &ih &ocietp
ASSOCIATED WITH

fhibltsfiers" association of ¡america
623-630 TRAVELER S BLDG RICHMOND VA.
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.

&T?-¿ years
subscription to the following journals or periodicals.
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Per.^4 .. 9.^/.  - . .. Contestant
Journal, Sept. 4, 1915, p. 888; Oct. 23, 1915, p. 1472, and'Nov. 20, 1915, pp._ 1825 and 1827. As the name of the
so-called "Students' Aid Society" has been changed, though
not the method of obtaining subscriptions, physicians are
again warned concerning this scheme. Money should not be
paid to any one claiming to represent the American Medical
Association unless he carries credentials bearing the signature
of the Editor and General Manager and the seal of the
Association.

Camps of Instruction for Medical Officers.—Maj. Louis T.
Hess, M. G, U. S. Army, assistant to the Chief of the Divi¬
sion of Militia Affairs, announces the plans of the division
for instruction of medical officers and noncommissioned
officers of the organized militia and officers of the Medical
Reserve Corps, U. S. Army, inactive list, for the summer,
providing Congress makes the necessary appropriations. The
camps will be located at Tobyhanna, Pa., Anniston, Ala.,
Sparta, Wis., Fort Riley, Kan., and Monterey, Calif. The
pay, transportation and subsistence of enlisted men will be
defrayed by funds allotted to the states from the appropria¬
tions for the organized militia. Officers of the Medical
Reserve Corps will attend the camp at their own charges, as
no provision of law is made whereby they can receive pay
or transportation from federal funds. Officers, noncommis¬
sioned officers, and sanitary units of the organized militia
will be ordered to the schools on the recommendation of the
adjutants general of the various states and of the District
of Columbia. At the Tobyhanna, Pa., camp, the organized
militia school will be in session from June 19 to 29; the joint
camp from June 29 to August 20, and that for the Medical
Reserve Corps from August 21 to 31. At this camp the fifth,
sixth, seventh and eight militia divisions will assemble. At
the Anniston, Ala., camp, the ninth and tenth militia divisions
will receive instruction. The period from July 31 to August
10 will be devoted to the militia and Medical Reserve Corps
and a joint camp from August 14 to September 14. At

Sparta, Wis., the organized militia will assemble from June
19 /to 29 ; there will be a joint camp from June 29 to
August 10, and the Medical Reserve Corps will receive
instruction from August 14 to 24. This camp will include
the eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth militia divisions. The
Fort Riley, Kan., camp, at which the fourteenth and fifteenth
militia divisions will assemble, will be opened for the instruc¬
tion of the organized militia and the Medical Reserve Corps
from June 19 to 29, and there will be a joint camp from June
15 to July 16. The sixteenth militia division will receive
its instruction at Monterey, Calif. The school for the
organized militia and Medical Reserve Corps will be held
from July 17 to 27, and the joint camp from August 1 to 11.

WAR NOTES
Medical Unit Sails for Germany.—The third medical relief

unit for Germany sent out by the American Physicians'
Expedition Committee, Arthur von Briesen, New York, chair¬
man, sailed on the Oscar II, February 17. Three surgeons
sailed with this unit ; two more will leave in a few days.

Germany Prohibits Certain Imports.—According to Com¬
merce Reports, an ordinance, published Feb. 26, 1916, in Ber¬
lin, prohibits, until further notice, the importation into Ger¬
many of certain articles of luxury. Among the large number
of articles specified are certain fruits, champagne, certain
clothing, furriers' goods, machinery and tools, including type¬
writers, adding machines and sewing machines.

LONDON LETTER
London, Feb. 14, 1916.

The War
THE HEALTH OF WOMEN SHELL MAKERS

The wholesale withdrawal of men from industries to
military service has resulted in the employment of women
in industrial occupations on a huge scale. The government
has made every provision to safeguard the health of the
large number engaged in munition work. A health and
munition workers' committee consisting of medical experts
and philanthropic persons has just issued a report on the
question of the health of the women engaged in shell making.
It is pointed out that the increased output which leads to bad
health, and so to much lower output, is no economy. The
matter is dealt with under five headings. Of these the period
of employment is fully considered and the effect of night
work examined critically. Night work is perhaps a neces¬
sary evil at present. The committee calls for improved
means of transit to and from work, and also urges that when
possible the thi*ee shift system should be adopted. A portion
of Saturday and the whole of Sunday should be reserved for
rest, and the periodic factory holiday should not be omitted.
Canteens should be opened at every change of shift, and
seats with backs provided, the extra expense being fully com¬
pensated for by the extra comfort and so by the extra
efficiency. Cloakrooms and drying rooms for wet weather,
and working overalls also make for comfort. In all cases
forewomen, nurses and welfare supervisors should if possible
be appointed, and a trained nurse should always be available
where there is liability to accident or a large number of
workers. Overtime, it appears, must continue, but requires
to be made subject to restrictions. These cannot well be
formulated till a trial of restricted Sunday work has been
made. The following recommendations are formulated as
suitable to war conditions :

1. The average weekly hours (exclusive of meal times) should
not exceed from sixty-five to sixty-seven, including over¬
time. Hours in excess of sixty-five should be worked for
only short periods, and to meet sudden and unexpected cir¬
cumstances. It may be desirable to differentiate to some
extent between different kinds of work, and to fix a rather
lower limit of hours for work requiring individual attention.

2. Where practicable the overtime should be concentrated
within three or four days in the week, which should pre¬ferably not be consecutive.

3. When overtime is worked it is specially important that
there should be no Sunday work.

4. The practice prevailing in certain districts of working
from Friday morning, all through Friday night, and until
noon on Saturday should be discontinued. Such hours may
be permissible for short spells, but cannot be satisfactory
from the point of view either of health or of output, if con¬
tinued for indefinite periods.

Antiseptics from Sea Water
The electrolytic decomposition of sea water yields sodium

hypochlorite, which is a powerful antiseptic, at a very small
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cost. This fact has been turned to account in the disinfec¬
tion of hospital ships, which are so largely used by us in
the war, by means of an apparatus recently installed in the
Aquitania under the supervision of Dr. Dakin, and at the
instance of the medical research committee of the national
insurance act. The apparatus consists of an electrolytic cell,
a reversing switch capable of carrying 100 amperes, and
some ordinary insulated electric cable. The cost is about
$250. The cell stands on a rubber mat to insulate it, and is
raised on a low table to enable its contents to be poured out
easily. It is filled with cold sea water, and if a current of
from 60 to 75 amperes at 110 volts is then turned on, a solu¬
tion containing 2 parts of sodium hypochlorite or available
chlorin to 1,000 parts will be obtained in five minutes. The
cost of this solution works out at 6 cents per hundred gallons.
The solution is also excellent as a sterilizer of drinking water
(1 part chlorin to 1,000,000 parts), and as an antiseptic for
wounds (used undiluted as produced by the electrolyzer, that
is, 2 parts sodium hypochlorite to 1,000 parts). Further, in
the butcher's department its value was soon evident, and also
in the laundry for soaking undyed cotton and linen goods.
It was added to the water in the swimming bath of the ship
in the proportion of 1 : 2,000,000, with the result that bacteria
present to the number of 2,000 per cubic centimeter were
reduced to 200. The economy in replacing expensive coal-tar
disinfectants, such as phenol (carbolic acid), by electrolytic
hypochlorite will approximately pay for the cost of the cell
($250) in the course of a single trip of three weeks.

An Outbreak of Diarrhea Due to Pollution of
Public Water Supply

An extensive outbreak of diarrhea affecting 1,700 persons
in a rural district of Derbyshire has been traced to an unusual
cause—sewage contamination of the public water supply.
At first the outbreak was puzzling. It was thought that the
symptoms might be due to the gastro-enteric form of influ¬
enza or to food poisoning. The large number of persons
simultaneously attacked rendered the former hypothesis
unlikely, while, were the latter to be entertained, it was
obvious that some article of almost universal consumption
would require to have been inculpated, and no food used
locally was found to be so consumed. Careful inquiry
excluded milk, shellfish and other articles of food as possible
causes of the outbreak. Finally, suspicion fell on the water
supply, as the vast majority of persons attacked by diarrhea
resided in the two parishes, while the inhabitants of other
parts of the district were practically exempt. The two
parishes have a common water supply, distinct from that of
the remainder of the district. It was found on bactériologie
examination that while the water in the reservoir was free
from Bacillus coli, water drawn from household taps in the
affected parishes contained that organism. It was therefore
conjectured that sewage had gained entrance to the water
main at a point between the reservoir and the boundary of
the affected district. The epidemic commenced in the first
week of March, and was at its height in the third week, after
which it declined. March 19, a sewer which crosses over the
main conveying water from the reservoir to the affected area
was found to be fcroken for a distance of 16 feet, and had
apparently been in this condition for a considerable period,
as sewage was intimately mixed with the surrounding clay.
The water supply throughout the whole of the two affected
parishes was cut off for two days, and the repair of the
sewer coupled with the cutting off of the water brought the
epidemic practically to an end. No defect could be found in
the water main, but in a by-pass connecting the inlet of the
reservoir with the outlet main, a hole was discovered only
2 feet distant from one of the broken pipes of the sewer.

The onset of the attack was generally sudden and accom¬
panied by headache, nausea, pains in the abdomen and back,
cramps in the leg, and diarrhea. The patients often com¬
plained of "shivers" or rigors in the early stages. In mild
cases the diarrhea lasted for one day, but in the severe cases
it persisted for a longer period and was profuse and frequent,
a condition amounting to collapse being produced. Some¬
times these symptoms were succeeded by lassitude and head¬
ache accompanied by depression. As a rule, the symptoms
persisted for a period ranging from ten days to a fortnight,
during which the patient felt disinclined for work. The
spleen and liver were not palpable. No spots were observed.
In the chest the signs appeared normal. During the period
of the outbreak six cases of typhoid fever were reported, but
it is probable that only four of these patients had the disease.
The results of bactériologie examination were not very
definite. Specimens of feces in twelve cases were examined.

The typhoid bacillus was isolated in two, the typhoid bacillus
and the dysentery bacillus Y in one, the dysentery bacillus Y
alone in one, while the remaining eight were found negative
for typhoid and dysentery. Specimens of urine from seven
patients were examined and all found sterile. The blood in
thirteen cases was investigated : twelve of these gave a
typhoid Widal and a dysentery Widal, while one gave a
typhoid Widal alone.

PARIS LETTER

Paris, Feb. 10, 1916.
The War

THE SANITATION OF BATTLEFIELDS

As I have mentioned in previous letters, the solution of
this problem is occupying the attention of many men. Cre¬
mation, which has been suggested, is distasteful to many
persons in France. Dr. F. Bordas advises instead accel¬
erated decomposition of corpses, which will permit the ulti¬
mate removal of the bones without danger to the living.
In the "Study of Putrefaction," which Dr. Bordas published
in 1892, he noted the extreme variability of the time required
for decomposition. Almost each cemetery has its own
peculiarities due to its geologic characteristics. In some
cemeteries, like the Campo Santo of Pisa, bodies decompose
rapidly, a fact which is attributed to the alkalinity of the
soil. In others, like that of Saint Nazaire, the soil of which
is compact clay formed from disintegrated mica schists,
which retains the water permanently, decomposition is so
slow that bodies have been found intact five years after
burial. In dry, sandy soils, on the other hand, the corpse
mummifies as it does in the dry cold air of Saint Bernard.
The endeavor, then, should be to realize the conditions which
favor decomposition. Bordas describes some interesting
experiments in the Revue d'hygiène. Using bodies of ani¬
mals, he ascertained that the germs and ferments of manure
act rapidly and powerfully to produce decomposition.
Obviously, however, manure cannot be used to accelerate
the decomposition of the human body. Bordas therefore
made an analytic study of the principal species of bacteria
found in manure, and found that one group of ferments of
manure has particularly powerful action, that of the ferments
of urea. Bordas placed the body of a horse in a trench
on a bed of straw and covered it with straw sprinkled with
a culture of urea ferments. In twenty-one days nothing
remained of the body except the bones. This transformation
would have required three or four years in earth under
ordinary conditions. To apply these experimental data to
human bodies, Bordas says it would be necessary to place
in a trench a layer of straw or leaves, to lay the bodies on
this bed of straw and to cover them with a layer of straw
or leaves moistened with the appropriate bacterial culture.
Earth should not be laid on top of the straw ; it would
disturb the processes of decomposition, and it is not neces¬
sary, for no malodorous gases are disengaged during decom¬
position under these conditions. In a few weeks or months,
at the most, nothing but bones would remain and burial
might be made without the least danger to the living.

SANITARY CONFERENCE AMONG THE ALLIES
The allies, after having shared their experiences in regard

to the conduct of war, the manufacture of munitions, etc.,
have concluded that the same thing should be done with
respect to matters of prophylaxis, either among the civilian
population or among the armies in the field. A sanitary
conference, to which the allied nations are to send dele¬
gates, has therefore been decided on. A preliminary meeting
of the French delegates took place under the presidency of
M. Santoliquido, the Italian hygienist, at the office inter¬
national d'hygiène at Paris. At this meeting the principal
points to be discussed at the conference were agreed on.

THE COORDINATION OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ARMIES
OF THE ORIENT

Under the authorization of the military medical service,
offices have been opened at 62 Rue de Richelieu, Paris, by an
organization intended to coordinate the aid sent to the armies-
of the Orient, and to centralize the distribution of gifts.
Under the auspices of the central administration of the
war, these donations will be distributed where needs are
most pressing. The work of this bureau will include not
only the soldiers of our expedition to the Orient and the
Serbian army at Corfu, but also the Serbian women, children
and old men who have taken refuge in Albania and Greece.
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THE SOCIETY FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE —

MILITARY HOSPITALS
A new association, called Pour les Hôpitaux militaires,

has just been formed. The purpose is to gather and dis¬
tribute gifts to the hospitals in which soldiers from our
armies are being treated. The headquarters of the society
are at 131 Avenue des Champs-Elysées, Hotel Astoria, Paris,
and the president is Mme. la marquise de Noailles, who is
assisted by M. Henry Soulié as a general delegate from the
war department.

DELAYED TETANUS
At a recent session of the Académie des sciences, Dr. P.

Bazy made an interesting report on this subject. Delayed
tetanus may occur from thirty to fifty days after the wound
which is regarded as the cause; the patient may or may
not have received a preventive injection of serum. The
tetanus may appear without any appreciable cause, but it
manifests itself especially following operations, not neces¬
sarily on the site of the original wound or in any way
affecting it, as well as when the wound displays inflamma¬
tory symptoms again. Delayed tetanus is very serious, for
death has been observed in one third of one series of cases
and in one half of another. The lesson to be drawn from
these facts is that it is not sufficient to make a single injec¬
tion of preventive serum immediately after the wound, but
that in all cases of suppurating wounds the injection should
be repeated every eight days for about a month and again
before any serious operation.
CLINICAL IMPORTANCE OF SOME TROPHIC DISTURBANCES IN

THE COURSE OF WOUNDS OF WAR AFFECTING
THE NERVES OF THE LIMBS

Dr. Maurice Villaret read a paper on this subject before
the Société de neurologie de Paris. From a study of 110
personal cases of posttraumatic paralyses of the limbs, he
concludes that hypotrichosis and spontaneous hypohidrosis
are, like the reaction of degeneration, signs of complete sec¬
tion of the nerve. Hypertrichosis and hyperhidrosis corre¬
spond to an incomplete lesion of the nerve susceptible of
regression and accompanied by light disturbances of the
electric reactions. The absence of any modification of the
hair and spontaneous perspiration is a characteristic of func¬
tional impotence without nervous lesion and with negative
electrical reactions. Villaret also emphasizes two trophic
disturbances which are symptomatic of serious neuritis : these
are bleeding from a prick and ulcération following prolonged
galvanization.

OPENING OF THE FRENCH HOSPITAL AT MILAN
In previous letters (The Journal, Oct. 9, 1915, p. 1296,

and Oct. 23, 1915, p. 1474), I mentioned that French cities
had offered a hospital to the Italian Red Cross. This hos¬
pital has just been opened at Milan, in the buildings of the
Ricordi factory, in the presence of Italian and French per¬
sons of distinction.

THE ACTIVITY OF THE SOCIETY FOR AID TO
WOUNDED SOLDIERS

From Aug. 2, 1914, the first day of mobilization, to Jan. 1,
1916, the Société Française de secours aux blessés militaires,
one of the three societies which make up the French Red
Cross, has operated 796 hospitals containing 67,081 beds, it
has fitted up a large transatlantic liner, the Charles Roux,
as a surgical hospital and has sent it to the Orient. It is
now organizing at Saloniki a large hospital of 500 beds.
Besides its 796 hospitals, the society supports 930 first-aid
posts, 70 railway station infirmaries, which feed the sick
and wounded on trains passing through, and which have
distributed more than 5,000,000 meals, and 45 railway sta¬
tion canteens, a single one of which has distributed 226,900meals since the outbreak of the war. The graduate nurses
of the society number 15,000, about 3,000 of which are serv¬
ing in the military hospitals. The activities of the society
have necessitated the large outlay of 32,114,000 francs
($6,422,800) which has been distributed as follows: (1) hos¬
pitals, medicines and dressings, 26,071,000 francs ($5,214,200) ;(2) railway station infirmaries, first-aid posts, canteens,3,540,000 francs ($708,000) ; (3) contributions for various
purposes, 264,000 francs ($52,800) ; (4) automobiles (con¬struction and upkeep), 939,000 francs ($187,800) ; (5) sent
to the hospitals at the front, 1,300,000 francs ($260,000).

PERSONAL
Among those recently mentioned for conspicuous gallantryis Dr. Albert Thevenot, agrégé professor at the Faculté de

médecine de Lyon, in the following terms : "An experienced
surgeon, charged with the treatment of the wounded who
could not be removed from near the front, he was able, by
his ingenuity and the most commendable utilization of local
resources, to adapt to the exigencies of modern practice
such quarters as happened to be available, and to accomplish
with success the most daring and delicate surgical opera¬tions, obtaining for the seriously wounded the best chances
of safety and preserving seriously endangered lives."

The Journal Officiel publishes also the following mention
for gallant conduct in civil life : "The government brings
to the attention of the country the fine conduct of M. Sam-
soen, physician at Hazebrouck (département du Nord), who
was the only physician remaining after mobilization in a
population of 12,000, and within a considerable radius. He
rendered medical service day and night without neglect or
ceasing. He added to the medical care given to the pop¬ulation the organization of a free dispensary for refugees.With unwearying devotion, beyond all praise, he cared for
those members of the civilian population who were wounded
by bombs and shells and for the aged and sick and for the
obstetric cases brought from the arrondissement of Haze¬
brouck, from the canton of Armentiéres, and from the Belgiancities Poperinghe and Ypres."

SANATORIUMS FOR TUBERCULOUS SOLDIERS
The undersecretary for the military medical service hasjust announced that, by agreement between the war depart¬

ment and the interior department, the latter will receive in
special establishments called stations sanitaires, for a periodof not more than three months, noncommissioned officers and
soldiers affected with open pulmonary tuberculosis. The head
physicians of hospitals are to select patients who have not
sufficient means to provide suitably for themselves at their
own expense. They are never to include patients whose con¬
dition is so serious that improvement under favorable con¬
ditions cannot be expected. The stations sanitaires are nothospitals, properly speaking. They are unable to receive
cases requiring special care, or those in which the lesions arealready so extensive and so far advanced that a fatal issue
is inevitable within a short time. Neither are the men who
are recognized as tuberculous on their arrival in the corps
to be sent to these resorts; the latter are to be dischargedimmediately.

The request for admission to a station sanitaire is to beaddressed to the director of the medical service of the region,and transmitted by him to the interior department. Theinterior department will inform the director of the medical
service of the region, by telegraph, of the resort to which thepatient may be sent and the date when he may be admitted.
The patient is to be discharged from the army when, in the
head physician's judgment, his stay at the sanatorium hasbeen sufficiently prolonged, and in any case not longer than
three months after his arrival.

Soldiers affected with open pulmonary tuberculosis whohave already been discharged from the service, but are still
under treatment in a military hospital, may, if they consent,be suggested for transfer to

 

a station sanitaire, but theiradmission there will not be at the expense of the wardepartment.
Death of Dr. Thulié

Dr. H. Thulié, former president of the municipal councilof Paris and vice president of the superior council of theAssistance Publique, has just died, aged 84.

Marriages
George Walworth Mellon, M.D., Philadelphia, on dutywith American Red Cross in Serbia, to Miss Zagorka D.

Sabo of Belgrade, Serbia, at Athens, Greece, January 23.
Walter F. Payne, M.D., Prairie Creek, Ind., to MissPanzy Lawson of Sullivan, Ind., at Terre Haute, Ind., Feb¬

ruary 20.
Jack W. Brown, M.D., Las Animas, Colo., to Mrs. Mabel

B. Hager of Eaton, Colo., at Pueblo, Colo., February 21.
Joseph P. Kennedy, M.D., Columbia, Pa., to Miss LillianF. Wardell of Toronto, Ont., at Columbia, February 22.
William Russell MacAusland, M.D., Boston, to MissDorothy Brayton of Fall River, Mass., February 23.
Frederick Kirschenbaum, M.D., Bensonhurst, N. Y., toMiss Lena B. Miller of Brooklyn, recently.
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